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VIA JUNGLE DRUMS! 


"Heard of a Man — 
who'd heard of a Man” 


In their winter trips to the Flor- 
ida Gold Coast, the Senior McKims 
have always looked ‘over the ex- 
clusive import shops in search of 
a few rare collector dolls. 
place called “The Kam- 
pong,” whose owners 
travel half of each year 
abroad in search of Af- 
rican items, we found 
some fascinating and 
really old fetish figures. 
Some of these will be 
described under =  an- 
tiques this issue. 


One figure was es- 
pecially fascinating. 
This is a Nigerian fet- 
ish doll from British 
West Africa on the 
Guinea Gulf, where re- 
portedly live the only 
negro tribe who do bead 
work. (‘The body has 
that jungle Dior look, 
in fact, just a 7 inch 
cloth covered cylinder, 2% inches 
in diameter. With that as a starter, 
the dol] maker took off with wild 
abandon. Using a gourd full of 
colored beads, first a head twas 
made with multiple rows of blue 
crowned by concentric eircles of 
red, white and green. A _ cloth 
headband is decorated with many 
smal] brass safety pins. Swank! 
But the glory of the costume is a 
wide swirling skirt whose many 
folds are all of intricate bead 


At a 


work. It probably cured or be- 
witched the dusky owner, maybe 
both! Of course this is a “one and 
only,” No. 108Z, $38.00. 

And this is where the jungle 
drums come in: Some one heard of 
Kimport’s interest. It might have 
been from dealer to 
dealer or a circular 
from the Commerce De- 
partment to its far flung 
network of commercial 
attaches. Anyway, word 
got around. A letter is 
just in from the Dark 
Continent telling about 
the carving skill of a 
certain old Jeremiah 
Chopi, but it seems he’s 
partial to his people’s 
obsession for “fertility 
gods” and his statuettes 
might be too obviously 
realistic for the U.S. 
Customs. There is a 
law, you know! Maybe 
we can play Anthony 


St Comstock and persuade 


more modest art—but that will have 
to await a later time. 

Meanwhile, the funny little na- 
tive-crafted, idol type, doll pictured, 
came to us direct from Pietermar- 
itz, capitol of Natal. We are de- 
lighted to tell yoy there are e- 
nough of these for regular orders, 
and the price is low for such a 
fetish, only $5.95, Order No. 103B. 

This is only a Pigmy alongside 
the big figure described above, but 
the bead material and style are 
similar, and in a 4 inch model the 
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makers have embodied the same 
mysterious cult. Actually this is 
even more recognizably a doll, as 
the black cloth face mirrors white 
bead features and on its back, pa- 
poose style, is carried a very tiny 
bead baby. Better drum in an or- 
der, soon! 


WITH THANKS TO F. K. 


Frances Krieger, still living down 
in the Argentine, does write the 
most glowing compliments on li’le 
ol’ D.T.! She has never missed an 
issue! It must be, like meeting 
someone from home when you are 
in distant parts, “distance lends 
enchantment.” But anyway from 
year to year, Mrs. Krieger has con- 
tributed, by way of accent to her 
appreciation. 


Her Christmas 1956 letter told 
about dolls made by local artisans, 
as well as imports from Argentin- 
ian collectors which she had found 
betimes wat exhibits. With those 
from European and Oriental lands 
we were familiar, but this sounded 
like the sort we’d really welcome. 


“Indians from Northern Argentina 
showed masks, wood carvings, 
hand-woven ponchos, and one fas- 
cinating display of more than a 
hundred cornhusk dolls. These were 
grouped into a religious procession, 
with every type of villager, adults 
and children, in attendance. They 
were brightly painted in shocking 
pink, vivid greens and yellows— 
their faces modeled in clay. 


“IT am always happy to send any 
news that might ibe of interest, for 
where would we be if doll collectors 
did not exchange notes?” 


WAIFS FROM THE STORM 


There was a time, before the Iron 
Curtain came down, that Russian 


dolls with their broad, smiling, 
peasant faces, were popular col- 
lection figures. It was then a policy 
of their government itself to ship 
dolls by the carload to America. 
There were many types, varying 


from the Matreshka Mother to the 


Shepherd from the Steppes. Where 
are they now? They are no longer 
commercially available, but having 
the appeal of any waif they have 
found sanctuary in many a gener- 
ous American home. 


For years, one of our most dis- 
criminatinig collector friends bought 
the jbest dolls as they came in. 
Among them was a choice group 
of Russian dolls, carefully and spot- 
lessly kept, and shown on occasion 
only, Now both strength and space 


& 
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are at a premium with this lovely, 
retired teacher, and wisely enough 
she is letting us pass some of her 
treasures along to new homes. At 
the risk of disappointing those who 
order too late, we list the ones a- 
vailable. 


There is a precious little peasant 
pair, all smiles and good humour. 
His smock, and her shirt, are 


brightly colored, and their woven | 


straw clogs help them to stand the 
sturdier. Their faces are broad, 
moulded and painted in stockinette, 
and her babuska and his round hat, 
top off their 6% inch height be- 
comingly. You can have the pair, 
No. C-1 for $10.00. 


Stamped on a Soviet label on 
another little 6% inch peasant girl 
are the words: “Ryasan District.” 
She has the same woven shoes and 
babuska as the above dolls, but 
her dress and two overlayers of 
smocks is more somberly colored 
as though life with her might be 
more work and less dance. No. C-2 
is priced $6.50. 


From Mardwa, the little 6% inch 
woman wears red trimmed linen 
shirt and black overblouse. She 
has a flaring red sash and a big 
peaked red head-piece coming down 
to tie securely around the neck. 
Wind and cold must be snugly 
shut out, and she’s a (woman with 
work to do as shown by the bun- 
dle she carries stoutly bound to her 
back. No. C-3, $6.50. 


Still in the same 6% inch size, 
with straw sabots and stockinette 
face and hands is the surprised 
looking Vorone woman. Her blouse 
is white, her skirt vertical stripes, 
and has a strange high hat. No. 
C-4 is $6.50. 


The only matching little man in — 
this group is stamped “Ukraine” 
and he’s about as broad as he is 
tall. His face and hands are 
painted stockinette, but he has 
sturdy wooden legs and feet and 
his baggy trousers of blue are his 
only color. As becoming a farmer, 
he wears a country style straw hat. 
No. C-5, $7.50. | 


The 15 inch woman from “Smol- 
ensk” is a lovely doll in perfect, 
original conditon. By the way, the 
adjective “beautiful” is “red” in 
Russian and this buxom girl has a 
lovely long, red dress, trimmed in 
blue. She has an attractive yellow 
babuska wrapped about her head 
and neck—and ter placid, well 
painted smile would win her an 
instant home. No. C-6, only $16.50. 


The 15 inch strapping shepherd 
is stamped “Village Boy.” He 
looks far more impressive than 
that, as he’s big, well-clothed and 
handsome. He has hemp yellow 
hair and woven shoes of bast, and 
his over-length blouse is of coarse 
peasanf gray linen. His overcoat 
worn like a cape, matches his hat, 
and he carries a shepherd’s horn. 
No. C-7, $15.00. 


The 15 inch Mardwa district 
woman could be considered a mate 
to the shepherd, since she has the 
Same gray peasant-loomed linen in 
her costume. There are elaborate, 
colored sashes and headgear, quite 
out of keeping with her cloth 
bound legs and bast shoes—but 
such is a woman’s privilege—even 
in Russia! No. C-8, $15.00. 


“Olga from the Volga” may just 
be a fanciful name, because she’s 
officially stamped as being from 
the Kursk district, and her stern 
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face and folded arms look most 
unmusical. She’s a sturdy 13 inches 
and of course she wears a ba- 
buska but she has stout cloth boots 
instead of woven shoes and her 
petticoat is of linen, gray, but a 
tiny touch of feminine color at the 
hem. No. C-9, $13.50. 


A 14 inch Esquimaux woman is 
definitely Russian. More rare than 
Norwegian or Finnish, is this Siber- 
ian Laplander. The fur and felt of 
this doll’s costume has been kept 
clean and white by a cellophane 
cover. No. C-10, $17.50. 

For someone who likes small 
dolls, there is a matching pair of 
4 inch peasants. Their faces are 
carefully modeled and painted com- 
position, and the girl is especially 
gay in a striped skirt and brightly 
colored apron. The two, No. C-11, 
only $4.50. 

As a sort of period to these 
paragraphs about big dolls, we offer 
a final Russian, a little 3% inch 
woman, simply wood carved, but 
unmistakably Slav. No. C-12, $1.50. 


BUT NOT MUTTON-HEADS 

Because nearly all of us enjoy 
news \lbits about the rest of us, 
here’s a quote from Mrs. Beryl 


Myers, who is perhaps Kimport’s . 


most distant customer. She lives 
in Drummoyne, New South Wales. 
Amounts mailable from Australia 
are so limited that it takes her 
two months quota to send for a 
Beefeater doll. yh 
“Sometimes it takes up to three 
months for U.S. mail to arrive 
here, but since you so kindly sent 
my doll along, I should receive it 
by Christmas. It is to be a present 
from my husband. — 

“T suppose you have heard lots 


of stories as to how the English 
Beefeaters received their name. One 
that appeals to me most is that 
Queen Elizabeth I was walking: 
through the Tower one day and 
when passing in front of one of 
these Yeoman of the Guard, trip- 
ped over his feet. In a moment of 
anger, the Queen turned to the 
fellow and said, ‘Get your ’B-feet 
out of the may!’, so-o ever after- 
wards, they were known as B- 
feeters!!! Ah, history!” 


THE BIRDWOMAN 
FINDS A HOME 


Mrs. Helen Longendyke, from the 
Empire state, recently wrote us. 
The occasion for the letter was the 
arrival of Sacajawea, the North 
Dakota state doll representative. 
Mrs. L. says “The weather outside 
was cold but her reception was a 
warm one. I had just read about 
the “Bird Woman” in an article 
on Lewis and (Clark. published -in 
the National Geographic Magazine 
a few years back, Her picture, 
painted with her baby on her back, 
and looking very much as she does 
in doll form, is in a copy of Indians 
of the Americas, published by the 
National Geographic Society just 
last year, so I have her standing 
near the book, They seem to go 
together.” May we add that we 
think this is a very clever way of 
displaying a doll and tying her in 
with a related field, in this case, 
our own American history. 

Kimport always tries to back up 
it’s words with dolls, and Sacajawea 
is available in handsome soft brown 
leather costume, painted composition 
red face, black braids and papoose 
strapped to her back. No. 177, 8,” 
$6.50. 
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HOME IS WHERE 
THE HEART IS 


Gertrude Hollon Mahoney writes 
so fondly of her doll house things, 
that we’ll share. 

“My library of books and clip- 
pings on dolls’ houses and paper 
toys is growing nicely, and all 
most beautifully card indexed! I 
have had such a wonderful time 
with the two dolls’ house books 
(Jacobs and (Greene) and hope other 
collectors aren’t overlooking them. 

“Do any of Sir Neville Wilkinson’s 
books about his wonderful dolls’ 
house ever turn up? I should like 
to have his autobiography, ‘To All 
and Singular’ and the ‘Yvette in 


Italy and Titania’s Palace’ series—- 


if the prices are not too, too for- 
midabhble! 

‘IT have just acquired an utterly 
delightful Victorian dolls’ house— 
only two rooms, but—a Bay Win- 
dow! And a tiny upstairs porch— 
so I shall be needing a tenant or 
two. Since the original paper is in 
good condition, as is the house it- 


@::: it seems fitting to try to find, 


and afford, proper old furnishings.” 


WHAT READERS 


DOLL COLLECTORS ARE! 

If folks really read all the doll 
books they order from Kimport, 
what erudite collectors they must 
be! And we think they are! 

Once before, we mentioned an un- 
usual Jittle brochure called “Homes 
for Paper Dolls and Kindred Paper 
Toys,” written by a very competent 
and authoritative doll student, Mar- 
ian B. Howard of Miami, Florida. 
Orders keep coming along for this 
unusual book and we’re pleased to 
tell you that it is still available at 
$3.00 postpaid. While. it..consists 


of only 38 pages, 7 x 10%”, it is 
plumby with illustrations and the 
text covers much history of early 
paper dolls and doll houses and 
has plenty of practical plans for 
“Make it Yourself” numbers. Chap- 
ter headings indicate the scope: “A 
Doll House to Make; Early Paper 
Houses; McLoughlin Brothers Cata- 
log 1875-76; McLoughlin Brothers 
‘Pretty Villages’; Houses of. the 
Gay Nineties; Paper furniture to 
Make; Doll House Furnishings; 
Miniature Theatres; Advertising 
Novelties; Contemporary Collecti- 


bles; New Fold-Away Toy Books; 
A Homemade Doll House.” 


READY — AIM — HOLD IT! 


Mrs. Lewis J. Brew sent us some 
delightful pictures of her dollhouse 
rooms, all furnishings to scale for 
her 23 to 30 inch dolls. These are 
Greiners and a few others of the 
1860-70 period, with furniture and 
things, all properly mid-Victorian. 
One bedroom is shown. 

_ Mrs. Brew writes:—“Nothing is 


‘more recent than 1868. There are 


nine rooms of furniture, much of 


it either. ‘salesman’s. samples’ or 


apprentices’ models. All upholstery 
and. drapery materials are genu- 
inely old. I believe there is nothing 
missing which would have been es- 
sentia] in a house of 1868 except a 


_cuspidor!” 
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ARRIVALS 


on 
sail, ae ta oe 


In the last issue 
of Doll Talk, our 
front page story 
was devoted to our 
first Yugoslav im- 
ports in fifteen 
years. We men- 
tioned rather hope- 
fully that we ex- 
pected even more 
elaborate types 
from Macedonia, 
Serbia and Croatia 
before the vear was 
up. However, re- 
freshingly prompt, 
the firm we were 
negotiating with 
delivered our ship- 
ment, even sooner 
than expected. Ex- 
quisitely haind- 
crafted by a group 
of Slavic artists, in 
81% inch size, all 
have beautifully embroidered fea- 
tures and well shaped bodies. All 
resemblance ends there as each 
costume is distinctive of their cor- 
rect districts. 


Yelena of Serbia is a coquettish 
looking lass with a bright red 
flower in her black yarn hair. Her 
dark bodice is encrusted with gold 
braid and her white blouse and 
underskirt are nicely embroidered 
as is her lace-edged apron. All this 
finery is set off to perfection by a 
rainbow hued pleated overskirt 
gathered in a semi-circle in the 
back, and her pointed red leather 
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slippers. She is No. 863A at $5.75. 

Velinka of Croatia utilizes red and 
white for the utmost in striking 
efifects in her costume. F'rrom her 
saucy lace cap down to her red 
leather shoes, she is every inch 
a flirt. Apron, sleeves and bodice 
are all rich with red embroidered 
braid, and edged in lace. Skirt is 
stiff and pleated all around with a 
colorful hand-loomed belt. No. 862A 
at $5.75. 

Yulka of Macedonia wears a sim- 
ple scarf, crested with silver se- 
quins and a heavy off-white outer 
tunic, red and gold trimmed, with 


becececcecesoesoesee FOR COLLECTORS 7 


a multi-colored paneled apron. Her 
dress is white, lace seamed, with 
red, yellow and black braid sleeves, 
Knee length stockings are red with 
gold lacings over white leather 
sandals. A pretty peasant lass, No. 
864A, $5.75. 

A very limited number of match- 
ing men, Milosh of Serbia, No. 863, 
Nicholas of Croatia, No. 862, and 
Nenad of Macedonia, No. 864, in 
appropriate provincial costumes, on- 
ly slightly less elaborate than their 
wives are also available, at $5.25 
each. Any of the above named 
types will satisfy the most discrim- 
inating of collectors with their 
artistic styling and handwork, so 
we suggest you add several while 
they are available. 


This tall handsome figure may 
look like Santa Claus to nations 
around the world, but he’s still Un- 
cle Sam to us! The red and white 


striped trousers and blue coat sym- 
bolize the flag, but let no one be 
deceived by the benevolent chin 
whiskers—There’s a firm jaw be- 
neath as despot nations have found 
out in times of crisis. He’s not a 


president but he could well stand 
at the head of the proud line and 
his 10 inch size is just right with 
No. 1738S, $10.00. 


the rest. 


"Way ‘back, last September, we 
sent letter and check for another 
shipment of those adorable’ Hun- 
garian girls which have proved so 
appealing to American collectors. 
No acknowledgment had come 
back before the stirring events of 
last October and, since our source 
was in Budapest proper, we had 
given up hope of ever receiving our 
poor, strife torn dollies, Imagine 
our surprise when a notice came 
from the customs department to 
inform us of the belated arrival 
in New York of “one crate of dolls, 
embroidered, from Hungary”! Up- 
on their safe arrival here at Kim- 
port, we found just enough “Zori, 
the Sarkoz bride,” to fill back- 
orders that had piled up since we 
last had her in stock, plus a limited 
number of the following five styles, 
- “Katzica” of Bessarabia is dressed 
in her holiday finery including red 
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patent leather boots and an exotic, 
jeweled crown headdress of gay rib- 
bons and lace. No. 205A. 

“Zrinyi”’ from ‘Transylvania in 
colorful print skirt, embroidered 
apron, wool bodice and wnique 
headdress of lace over sequined 
circlet; carries a neat straw basket 
on her arm. No. 205B. 

“Kriska” of Boldog, in pleated 
skirt, trimmed in gay braid and 
topped by white ruffled lace blouse, 
also ‘boasts a wreath-like chapeau 
adorned with rosettes and shoulder 
length streamers. No. 205C. 


“Mariska” of Baranya, just out- 
side Budapest, is distinguished by 
elaborate handwork on her costume 
and peculiar headdress, This is a 
peaked, woven basket to cover her 
knots of hair, then over the whole, 
a searf, giving a cone shaped im- 
pression. Black shoes, red bows, 
and white knit stockings add to 
her festive air and give the idea 
that perhaps she is in bridal cos- 
tume. No. 205D. 


_“Marlina” from Mezokovesd, a 
small village in Eastern Hungary, 
is almost Germanic in appearance, 
with her long dress, hat of multi- 
colored pom-pons and _ . puffed 
sleeves. Her embroidered long black 
apron is strictly Magyar, however, 
and what’s more, her brother may 
have one just like it to be worn 
on Sundays and holidays. She is 
No. 205E. 


All are excellent, 9% inch dolls, 
laden with handwork. Heads of 
composition, ‘neatly painted with 
proper high cheek bones and, us- 
ually, rich brown eyes. We suggest 
you submit an alternate choice in 
case your initial selection is gone, 
as stock on all five styles is def- 
initely limited. 


mes ANN LIPMAN 


Mrs, Sophie R. Gluck passed on 
to us @ heartfelt tribute to the 
late Ann Lipman who was one of 
the founders of National Toy and 
Doll Collectors Club, and for a 
time, the historian of the original 
club, 

“Ann was one of the early doll 
collectors, whose grand sense of 
humor we all enjoyed. She had a 
true love as well as knowledge of 
dolls. 


We loyally follow our government 
line and refuse to deal with Com- 
munist China even in the matter 
of dolls, But we still have pleasant 
remembrances of the Chinese we 
used to know, and when we found 
a limited stock of pre-war ‘Chinese 
dolls, we have doled them out spar- 
ingly. 

You will remember this Chinese 
family from Peiping: Father, Mo- 
ther with Baby in arms, middle 
sized son and small daughter, sizes 
5% to 7 inches. ‘They have modeled 
heads and part silk garments and 
will stand without help. The group 
of five, while they last, No. 407, 
$5.95. 


The question still is: How can 
the Japanese create such artistic 
little Geisha figures as we offer 
here, box them in individual glass 
display cases, ship them to America 
land pay 45% customs, and still re- 
tail through Kimport postpaid at 
$2.95! Priced high or sold low, these 
little 4 inch maidens from Japan 
captivate you and their flowing 
costumes, gay as a butterfly wing, 
bring color into any doll corner. 
No. 814, only. $2.95. 
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“Rip Van Winkle” is home at 
last! That is, he has awakened and 
has joined the characters of liter- 
ature, history and foreign countries. 
‘He’s a bit tattered, as he should 
‘be, and his beard and hair are a 
white tangle, but he’s clung to his 
colonial rifle and is wide eyed to 
find that sleepy New Amsterdam 
has changed to bustling New York. 
We think our artist has done a fine 
bit of modeling and costuming in 
a 10 inch figure to create a doll 
that everyone would recognize as 
the beloved Rip Van Winkle even 
if his sturdy base did not carry 
that inscription, If librarians or 
schoolma’ms would display this No. 


' 


spirits a bit. 


76R—what a run they would have 
on Washington Irving! Makes you 
think that $7.50 would be well spent 
buying him, doesn’t it? My, to be 
young again! 

Ole! Ole! Ole! Two matadors and 


a flaming senorita. The broad red 
cape of one brave figure is spread 


to enrage the bull, the matador 
with traditional pigtail of black 
hair has drawn his sword from the 
muleta, and the girl, slim of waist 
and poised for the dance is an ex- 
citing picture in her short red 
bolero and swirling skirt. There’s 
humor in their faces with surprised 


round eyes and puffed out cheeks— 
inviting you to give them a place on 


your piano, on a shelf, anywhere 
that a spot of color would lift your 
They are only 5 
inches tall, but have the verve of 
life-size figures. The girl is No. 
1010A priced $4.50 and each of the 
bullfighters, No. 1010, are also $4.50. 
But what a shame to separate the 
little troupe of three! Ole! 
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Africa with its ancient rites and 
modern rights is front page news 


again. One may cherish the folk 
arts of yesteryear but still, some- 
way, build a sympathetic under- 
standing and a heartfelt hope for 
the future. Such books as Forest- 
er’s, “The Sky and the Forest”, 
Peyton’s “Cry the Beloved Coun- 
try,’ “The Hundred Wives of the 
Fawn,” and currently, “The Tribe 
That Lost Its Head,” have definitely 
broadened our tolerance while be- 
ing entertaining reading, aloud; 
yes, book readin’ thus is admittedly 
an old traditional peculiarity of our 
McKim family. 

An artist who carves and _ chisels 
his ideas from wooden blocks into 
expressions which others may share 
has truly created. Hand carved 
dolls always rate high, and this all 
leads to words of timely apprecia- 
tion for a few old African figures. 
The first is a utilitarian thing, a 
snuff mortar, 8% inches over all 
with a kneeling female for its 
handle, this being almost 7 inches 
of that height. Proudly erect, with 
a water jar on her broad featured 
head, there is fine carving of 
checks and stripes to simulate de- 
sign on cloth, below the waist. Of 
heavy brown wood, original infor- 
mation posted on the bottom reads, 
“Ba Mbala tribe Belgian Congo. 
Water folk of Kasai River.” No. 
107B, $20.00. 

Taller, 14% inches, carved of wood 
lighter in both weight and color, 
non utilitarian and sexless, is a 
household fetish doll from the 


French Cameroons in West Equa- 
torial Africa. It came to us as an 
old, used “Guardian House Spirit.” 
This doll has a very long head with 
stylized, elliptical eyes and mouth, 
formally slit to show light color, so, 
one knows the wood is stained 
brown; clasped hands on chest fan 
out into another design motif. The 
hair or headdress is fantastically 
huge and ornate, reminding one of 
that 1830 three puff hair style 
sometimes found on papier-mache 
heads of that era. Head and its 
decorations do constitute almost 
half of this strangely decorative 
carving. No. Al08B, $38.50. 

The third and last of these Afri- 
can dolls is very old and considera- 
bly broken. One ear, the end of 
the nose and a section of the base 
are missing. Green beads have 
ibeen put into her deep eye sockets. 
“Her?”’—Oh, asuredly, why there’s 
an intricately shaved hair pattern- 
ing all over her pate, even the 
bushy eyebrows look braided, and 
there are other tell-tale points. 8% 
inches tall, this primitive is mu- 
seum class, a definite conversation 
piece—No. A785, $28.00. 

One tiny African treasure is of 
bronze, jungle (bronze, forged by 
some ancient formula by men of 
the Ashanti. They mine and gauge 
the value of their golden dust or 
nuggets, each man by his own 
bronze gold weight. Doll Talk, 
Mar-April 1950, pictured and told 
about these oddities from the Ash- 
anti tribe; we sold them, all but 
one and now it is re-offered, a 
pair of figures, the standing one 
head-hunting for wee varmint, so 
it seems, in the “marcelled” thatch 
of the seated one. 2%” high, No. 
AA4, stark, strange, little primitive, 
$18.00. 
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Of course we know that not all 
collectors twould respond to the 
exotic African things and so, a- 
cross lands and seas and years to 
come orthodox coveted kinds—old 
papier-mache, china, bisque, wax, 
wood and composition. 


An 8 inch French aristocrat in 
mint condition has finely adult 
modeled features, slender throat 
and black “cap,” outlined, painting 
on her smooth papier-mache head; 
slim pwooden limbs and rigid, hand- 
sewn kid body. All original clothes, 
her sapphire blue wool frock, color 
of painted eyes, has tightly fitted 
bodice, long sleeves with the tiniest 
of pear] buttons at the wrists and a 
full, laid-gathered skirt. There is 
a precious, real lace scarf, and nary 
a moth hole, although this small 
patrician dates pre-1830, hence came 
to us duty free. No. A399, $55.00- 

In china—think we’ll tell about 
a family that happily came together 
here at Kimport. There is a man 
doll, 20 inches tall, with a feeling of 
center parted hair, roached higher 
on one side, ears showing. No 
doubt this head has sometimes been 
dressed as a lady, but it would 
make a very good papa for the 
family. The old legs are the fat, 
“piano” type; one has been mended, 
and one has a little crack, but these 
are well above the boot part, all 
that would be visible when he had 
on long pants, perhaps even the 
gaiter type, to fit up under the 
heels. Old head is perfect and 4%” 
high; china arms from H.D.D.H. 
He is No. A155, priced $38.00. 


The mother doll is about two 
inches shorter, and has that head 
where the eyeballs are modeled out, 
like glass almost, but of course, all 
in the china. The legend is that 


1] 


she was modeled from some Duch- 
ess who had over active thyroid! 
Pretty, though, with lovely coloring, 
pink lines above the eyes, and wide 
hair style at the temples with sharp 
vertical curls all around the back. 
Dressed only in muslin pants and 
petticoat, these elaborate with em- 
broidery and tucks. Arms are old 
ones with nice, slender hands, but 
both thumbs chipped; legs from 
H.D.D.H., these with pretty rose- 
colored, black-tasseled boots. She 
is No. A993, $50.00. 

One would think a daughter doll 
would be easier to find than a son, 
but now it is a 16 inch boy, very 
old with center hair part, of heavy 
type china, perhaps dating back in- 
to the 1840’s; old arms and legs, 
too, the legs with blue shoes and 
lavender garters; one foot has been 
mended, but no missing chips. Un- 
dressed, he is No. A800, at $40.00. 

If you were ordering the family 
of three, a 10% discount would be 
made—$115.00 for all three dolls. 

And again, some people would not 
want to tackle spring sewing even 
for such an old deserving family, so 
here are three more chinas, our 
littl’st, our biggest and a bargain! 
As of today, the tiniest china 
limbed and headed doll here is 
“Button Box Elizabeth.” 3-%” is 
her height; a black-eyed, wide- 
headed little highbrow who’d be 
right at 100 years old. Sweet old 
clothes, but not back to 1860 I 
would think, as the wee check taf- 
feta is intact. No. A386, $10.00. 

Biggest is a perfect and lovely, 
old, old china doll; head 8% inches 
high, complete doll, 30 inches tall; 
dates about 1850. The head is high- 
brow with the white line center 
part and truly lovely painting on 
the face, with little pink lines a- 
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bove the eyes and pink circles at 
the nostrils. Hair is smooth across 
the top with a pair of modeled 
spit curls at the temples; soft, ver- 
tical curls all around the head—not 
the prim, sausage type. The hands 
are old china ones, just wrist 
length, with pink lines around 
fingernails. Her legs are the most 
perfect pair of old china ones we 
have ever had on a doll of similar 
size—flat soled, 7% inches long, 
ever so gracefully shaped and not 
a chip or a crack on them! She is 
beautifully dressed; petticoat with 
two big groups of tucks, under a 
costume that is eggplant color; full 
skirt with two ruffles around the 
bottom, has a bustle back of ruffles 
and a train. It is completely lined 
in old striped cotton. ‘The basque is 
a soft silk plaid in tones of red, 
violet and green, bound in velvet; 
has old buttons and a hand em- 
broidered collar that looks like con- 
vent work. It was so fragile that 
we lined it all by hand, darning 
down any little tears. A doll like 
this rarely comes into circulation— 
No. A205, $135.00. 


And the bargain—well, that is 
because “Missy Mayme’s” perfect 
old 4% inch high head is well 
worth the price of the whole 19 inch 
lady doll. Blue eyed, highbrow, 
grayish (not jet) black hair done 
almost flat across the top and wide 
out, we say, “urn shaped,” and 
“one of the 1860-ish types,” of 
which, by the way, there are 
MANY! Homemade body with smal] 
waist, full bosom and stitched cloth 
hands, Two petticoats; flounced 
dress and sunbonnet are of rose 
sprigged, black background cotton, 
currently made, but there are five 
nice antique buttons down the bo- 


dice. No. A261, $22.00. 

As a best in bisque, we'll choose 
blond “Simonne” who just arrived 
from France which had been her 
native homeland for some eighty 
years. A 15 inch Dressmaker or 
“Rlashion” beauty with rigid, hand- 
sewn body; even the calves of the 
legs are nicely shaped, as well as 
those cute, big hips and tiny waist. 
Kid fingers are perfect, and the 
body is stamiped on the front, “Si- 
monne” with other notations, ad- 
dress, etc. in a blue oval. There 
are little busts built out under the 
kid; swivel neck; pierced ears; 
rather smiling, closed lips, and 
bluish-gray eyes of fine blown type; 
original wig over cork is in es- 
pecially good condition, center 
parted, with waves and long cluster 
curls at the back and puffs at the 
sides. Original turquoise bead ear- 
rings. The dress which is age 
soiled is handsomely styled; cream 
colored, fine wool bombazine with 
a flounce; pale lavender satin 
bindings; fitted basque with hooks 
and eyes down the front; pleating 
at the sleeves and all. She has old 
underwear, too, white lace stock- 
ings and black real leather slippers 
marked 5 and some sort of oval 
trademark on the leather soles. 
Simonne is No. A421, priced $155.00. 

A “Florodora” marked bride, 16% 
inches tall, is decorative enough in 
her wealth of old ivory satin and 
real lace to be treasured under a 
glass dome! She was a much played 
with and “rescued” family doll, 
circa the early 1900’s. Her kid body is 
intact, but pigeon-toed—who cares? 
Her old white slippers do not even 
peek out from below the sweeping 
Bruges lace skirt. Capped veil of 
fine old Battenburg lace extends 
into a train, and she even carries 
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a crumpled bouquet, lace edged. 
Bisque arms are an adult type 
H.D.D.H. replacement—No. A441, 
$25.00. 

The third is a white bisque with 
modeled hair, a dumpy, fancily 
frumpy little mid-Victorian blond, 
from Kent. Ten inches tall and all 
original, as dressed about 1870 in 
honey tint satin with pleated 
flounces and lace ones and rose 
colored ribbons; blue shoes and eyes 
of the same bright blue that are 
bigger than her smug, wee mouth. 
No chips or breaks, never of fine 
quality, but with quaint charm and 
personality. No. A200, $28.00. 

A creamy, almost yellow tone 
child type blond does have the 
prettiest pale human hair, set into 
her thickly poured wax hpad! 
There is nothing sparse or pulled 
looking about her big soft curls; 
cornflower ‘blue eyes, plump neck 
and shoulders on this 5% inch per- 
fect head of Montanari type.. Hair 
stuffed body with waxed arms, but 
from the knees down, legs are re- 
placement, oldfashioned bead but- 
ton kid boots and cotton stockings. 
Clothes are original and very sweet 
with matching lace and beading on 
white dress and drawers. Truly 
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pretty, appealing child who came 
to Kimport directly from England. 
No. A901, 25 inches tall, circa 1870’s- 
80, $95.00. 


For wood we offer two small 
ladies of distinction just arrived 
and truly welcome as they are of 
the class and perfection for which 
one continually hopes. 4% inches 
high is ‘a tall throated, wide shoul- 
dered Empire period, peg wooden 
with a high yellow tuck comb 
carved, same as are her features. 
High waisted, broad hipped, darling 
original gown and pantalettes of 
lace cloth over pink cambric. “Mint,” 
“pristine,” or any words for per- 
fection. No. A422, $50.00. 


Six inches tall and of similar age 
(duty free, pre-1830) this lady’s 
body is quite differently styled, 
long and slender for those tight 
bodices worn even before the 19th 
century. She, too, is in perfect or- 
iginal condition, but re-dressed to 
her period in suitably rich antique 
materials. The hair is built on 
with gesso—some call this “alien 
head.” Original features on both 
of these woodens, all un-retouched. 
No. A418 is truly charming, $47.50. 

“Composition” is such a broad 
term. It can be glue and sawdust, 
starch and stickum, portrait stuff 
with a powdered stone fase, and 
of course, papier-mache or—G.K.W.! 


For a best here, we are suggest- 
ing a highly desirable French an- 
tique, locale—La Mediterranee. She 
could group in the pedler class, a 
fishwife, 10 inches tall, circa 1850; 
leather arms and perhaps body, 
with hamper and bare legs of terra- 
cotta, The head is some nice, solid 
and smooth old composition; all 
original clothes. The headscarf and 
skirt are red flannel; herringbone 
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coat with many china buttons, black 
and white striped petticoat; even 
original old bead earrings. No. 
A956, priced $32.50. 

Old German composition, heavy, 
hard enamel] looking finish, 11 
inches tall with no retouching on 
her 3 inch, deep shouldered head. 
Modeled hair; original soft body 
with leather (mitten) ams. Bustle 
and overskirt dress of worn bomba- 
zine, velvet and embroidered silk. 
Circa 1880, nice size, No. A698, at 
$16.00. 

Later German composition, the 
finish resembles pink bisque, is a 
14 inch blond child of about 1900. 
She has a bobbed wig, inset blue 
eyes, cheap type stuffed body with 
composition limbs in excellent con- 
dition. Her “store made” undies 
and long waisted frock are of 
starched, loosely jwoven white with 
pink lace and braid trim, quite 
clean, so, she is a splendid little 
specimen of fifty plus years ago. 
No. A252, $8.50. 

If you can make doll clothes, and 
perhaps even have enough keep- 
sake material for a dress—we do 
have some “Mamma’s ol’ dolls,” 
bisque and china headed ones, that 
need adoption where new clothes 
will be guaranteed. Would love 
to tell you about such. Do you 
prefer blue or brown eyed? 


3200 MILE SAFARI— 
THREE DOLLS! 


It is always fascinating to hear 
the latest travel chapter from our 
friends, the H. J. Brunniers. Mrs. 
Brunnier is always alert to any 
special dolls and this time she 
reports a small capture in darkest 
Africa. In a recent letter she 
wrote: “Well, I’ll have to tell you 


that our last trip was to Australia 
and from there to Cocos Island— 
Island of Mauritius and thence to 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Flew 
from there to Victoria Falls and 
then a 3200 mile motor trip or 
safari of South Africa. It was 
wonderful!! What a vast country 
and such varied scenery! , Brought 
back only three bead dolls made 
by the Mtabele tribe and that was 
all I could find that I cared about.” 

Strangely enough, our lead article 
this month was on “Fetish Dolls 
from Natal,” and here Ann Brun- 
nier confirms our information right 
from the source! ’Shows how care- 
ful we have to be with Doll Talk 
text. Our galavantin’ readers could 
check us up! 

International Rotary Convention 
in Lucerne, Switzerland, is the next 
lode star for Mr. and Mrs. Brun- 
nier, April 26. After that she 
promises herself time for some “real 
cataloguing and work with my col- 
lection.” 


DOLLS ARE A LURE 
TO LEARNING 


There are many worthwhile facets 
to the hobby of doll collecting, but 
Helen Sweet re-states an important 
angle. 

“IT have a most interesting col- 
lection, one hundred and twenty 
five, every one authentic, all dis- 
played in two long candy cases of 
glass in one of my long front 
rooms. Many old and new friends 
and their friends, some of. our 
library staff, teachers, etc., have 
been in to see them. I find it a 
most interesting hobby, and gets 
me to looking up the different 
countries and reading about the 
people and their customs.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“Here’s final payment on ‘Kath- 
leen,’ even though income tax is 
hovering ’round about. Do send 
her quickly, to solace me in debtor’s 
prison!” 

. —Barbara Swanson, Calif. 


“Do send Norah Welling’s London 
Bobby as an additional souvenir 
of my month in England last sum- 
mer, I didn’t see such a doll while 
there but did add a Beefeater and 
a Royal Guardsman to my collec- 
tion which now numbers 270 dolls.” 

—Agnes Brewster, Md. 


“When I am extravagant, I say 
I’m spending what I don’t spend on 
smoking. Guess I’ll have to develop 
into a non-chain-smoker! Come to 
think of it, I don’t gamble either. 
That ought to give me quite a bit 
of leaway!” —Gertrude Mahoney, Ill, 


“We are very pleased with the 
Indiana Schoolmaster; plan to take 
him and several of your dolls to 
he \Goodwill Doll Show in San 
Diego.” , 

—Mrs. Gertrude Haley, Calif. 


“T sometimes show my dolls to 
different groups, for no charge, 
but often receive a gift in appreci- 
ation. The enclosed check was from 
the P.T.A. of a nearby town, and 
I am turning it in for doll stands.” 

—Mrs. M. L. Miller, Penna. 


“Was happy to see your listing 
of Max von Boehn’s ‘Dolls and 
Puppets’, I have it in German, 
which, as far as I am concerned, 
might as well be Sanscrit!” 

—Mrs. H. B. Golding, Texas 
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“May I have a pedigree page for 
Sacajawea? She is now at school, 
helping Lewis and Clark come alive 
to young readers.” 

—Helen Benner, Maine 


“T will enjoy the Warwick Mu- 


-seum booklet, as I went with my 


mother to Warwick ‘Castle when 
Il was a child. Do not remember 
the museum, but have never for- 
gotten the brilliant green lawns 
(it was May!) and the strutting 
peacocks.” ' 

—Margaret Whipple, N.H. 


“You have so many darling dolls, 

I feel it might be best to just shut 
my eyes and grab!” 

—Vivian Hackett, Ohio 


“The Korean Bride is charming us 
all, both with her inscrutable ex- 
pression and colorful costume. We 
are now curious about the next 
D.O.M.”—Mrs. R. G. Bone, Illinois 


“We are pleased with our Serbian 
dolls; feel that they are well worth 
the money, and a worthwhile addi- 
tion to our collection.” 

—Mildred Cammarano, Wash. 


“T wonder if you have ever seen 
a doll which was given by The 
Ladies Home Journal in 1911 for 
three yearly subscriptions? She 
was a blue-eyed blond bisque, 18 
inches tall, and was called ‘Lettie 
Lane’s doll, Daisy’.” 

—Vera Chatfield, Ohio 


“Sometime, I hope to get George 
and Martha Washington. General 
George named my great grand- 
father, you see!” 

——Mrs. F.. 'H. Quandt, Wisc. 


Rustic Doll Furniture Hath Charms Of Its Own 


Doll accessories, especially furniture hand-made and true to miniature 
scale, graces any collection, The attractive little craft pieces pictured 
here are RIGHT FROM THE OZARKS, 


All hand made “in our 
living room workshop,” 
writes the clever, in- 
dustrisus couple who 
are making some real- 
ly delightful doll size 
furniture. The 4-piece 
set that Kimport fea- 
tures consists of a simple back settle with arms, matching rocker, straight- 
chair and a cricket. Maple color, all have properly angled legs, smoothly 
rounded edges for seats, slat backs and arms, and of. course the cun- 
ning oval footstool. All are properly braced with rungs, strictly “Early 
American,” and the size? ‘Correct for 8 or 9 inch dolls, which means 
seats 2%” high, backs 6%”. Really a buy, for decoration or actually for 
dolls. (‘Complete set, No. 36X, $3.75. | : 

The pie-crust table stands just 3” 
high and it’s round top measures 
3” also. It is No. 386P and sells 
in an order at 75 cents. 


You liked our set of doll furni- 
ture so much that we took a sug- 
gestion from someone, that even 
more classic design chairs would 
be highly acceptable. What comfy, 
period chairs these two. turned out 


to be! Seats are 2% inches up, 
about 3 wide, and ‘backs a little 
over 6 and 4 inches up. Beautifully 
hand-made, dull maple finish. 

No. 36B—Boston Rockev.......... $1.65 
No. 36C—Captain’s Chair.......... $1.65 


A graceful new addition is a spin- 
dle backed straight.chair, with en- 
circling arms and tal] head piece, 
delicately laced with 7 long spin- 
dles. Height is 6”. No. 36S, $1.65. 
(Not pictured) he 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO BOX 495 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


